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The pii'ure shows lom 

Sanders 

Marlinlon 
presenting 
three top 
Pocahontas 
School Spelling 
Sharp was 
speller 
McKean 


donated 
$17.SO 


limes 

$25 for first place, 
for second and $10 for third. 


of 


Principal 
Middle School, 


the 


awards to 
spellers in 
County 


Sharp and Matthew 

represent 


l.isa 
McKean 
Pocahontas County at 
State Spelling Bee 

Charleston on April 

1986. 


the 


will 


Middle 
Bee. l.isa 
the champion 
Matthew 


the 
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with 




and 
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'Ihe picture above shows Fred 
Crews, President of the Academic 
Boosters 
certificates 


McKean, Green Bank Middle. 


e 


Grade--Champion. 
Nancy Coe. Green Bank Middle. 

Gravely, 


( 


Eighth 


Club. presenting 
to the following 
winners in the Pocahontas County 
Middle School Spelling Bee: 

Sixth Grade- Champion, Lisa 
Sharp. Marlinlon Middle, Runner- 
up, Lindell Alderman. Marlinlon 
Middle. 


Melissa 


Runner up. 
Marlinlon Middle. 


f 


( 


five of these students will C 

Pocahontas County in the s 


represent 
R.H.S.A. IV Spelling Bee held at 

Richwood High School on March 

26, 1986. at 7:00 p.rn. 

Michelle Warner will be the <■ 


Grade-Champion. 
Michelle Warner, Green Bank 
Middle: Runner-up. Matthew 


Seventh 


i 


I 


alternate for this group. 
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Letter 

To Whoever is Responsible for ihe 

"Flood T-shirts:" 

When you first tame out with the 
"I survived the flood of 85" T- 
shirts, my family and I thought it 
was in very poor taste. Some folks 
didn't survive the flood and respect 
for them and their families should 
have kept those shirts from being 
made. But I understand that there 
are those people who jump at any 
opportunity to make a buck, and 
since a lot of people got a kick out of 
the shirts I didn't feel strongly 
enough about it to 

Now, I'm complaining. Your 
"Dam the Grecnbner" shirt offends 
me. The Dam/damn play on words 
is stupid, but I'm sure it will appeal 
to some. I lost a great deal in the 
flood but I don't damn our beautiful 


voice a 


river. 


A former A-Jad's customer! 
Name Withheld by Request 
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THE FLOOD AT SEEBKRT 


i 


The flood of November 4th and 
Sth, 1985, will always be 
remembered here in Seeben. 
November 4 was a dreary, rainy day 
with a steady downpour. We didn't 
think it was enough to cause a flood. 

My sister, Nola Rose, c.vlled 
from Marlinton at 3 p. m. to say the 
river and Knapps Creek were rising 
fast. I checked the nver and it 
wasn't too high and there was no 
trash running. At 5 p. m. my sister 
called again and said to warn the 
folks on the river that a fifteen foot 
wall of water was headed toward 
Marlinton. 

I called Lum Snodgrass and 
Danny Williams; the Burners and 
Withrows, across the river, didn't 
answer. Barney and I grabbed some 
campers' keys to put some furniture 
up. Since the flood of March 7, 
1967, it was routine to put up as 
much furniture as we could and tie 
up the picnic tables. We started at 
Emil Wiseman's, just above Ike 
Jackson Run. We finished there and 
had to wade out so couldn't go 
farther, so we came back to Lee 
Williams' camp and helped Danny 
and Debbie Williams and two 
children get ready to evacuate. 
They had put their furniture up and 
some of their valuables in the 
upstairs cellar, not thinking that the 
water would be 4 feet in their cellar 
and almost over the roof of then 
home. Their camp is just north of 
milepost 46 off the railroad grade. 
At this point the water was 4 feet or 
more over the railroad grade. 

1 have seen lots of floods since I 
have lived here in Seebert all of my 
life; I am the oldest native-born of 
Seebert. I have seen it come almost 
up to the top of the railroad bank, 
lite worse floods I have seen were 
the ones of March 23. 1936, March 
7, 1967, and this one of November 
4th and 5th, 1985. 

The "old timers" will know 
where the Moody Pyles house above 
the mouth of Stamping Creek is 
situated. In both the 1936 and 1967 
floods the water just came to the top 
step at the front porch. This flood 
was almost to the second floor, 
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lacking one stair step. It is now the 
home of Lum Snodgrass. 

The former residents of Seebert 
will remember that the water had 
never come across the road at the 
depot and it was 4 feet where the 
depot stood. Water had never been 
on the high part of the Cat Rock. It 
was 40 inches where Ray Cook's 
camp was and washed it off the 
foundation about torty feet away. 

There must have been about 50 
to 75 houses and trailers washed 
away from the former Sherman 
Pyles farm. All the camps lower 
than the railroad were ruined or 
washed away. All the camps on the 
east side of the river from the 
Coulter Place to the river bridge 
here at Seebert were either ruined 
or washed away. A lot of the camps 
on both sides of the river had been 
built twenty or thirty years. 

Seebert has been hard hit. It was 
hard to see the water go over the 
bridge and see trailers, houses, logs, 
boats, etc. pile up against it and then 
for it to finally go out about 2 a. m. 

The loss of the bridge was hard 
to take, but the loss of friends who 
won't build back is the hardest to 
bear. 


Mildred Jones Slavin 


people who held the traditional and built, the people who will be forced 

sentimental values to be of greater to move will be paid for their 

The problem of flood control value than the monetary. The early buildings and land but they can 
should be part of man's ongoing Engi ; sh, Spanish and French never be paid for the loss of things 
conflict with Nature. Due to the colonies were started for strictly that arc of traditional or sentimental 
nature of man, it soon becomes a monetary reasons and all failed value to them. If wc destroy enough 
conflict between people. eventually The real settlers of this of these valuables, then we become a 

There are two basic values. One County were the ones who were land of people without roots and 
is monetary; the other is traditional forced to this country for religious such a people can never be mure 
or sentimental. When a tragedy and other freedoms, 
occurs, such as a big flood, the 
monetary loss is the most apparent who should do, or be forced to do, the losses of the flood victims 

That loss, what for flood control without destroying the traditional 

The people who had homes and sentimental valuables of other 

be made up in time. The sentimental totally destroyed lost both their people. 

losses are never apparent to monetary and sentimental valuables. It has been said that a few .ire 
outsiders and hit the losers the We can help them replace their hoping to exploit the losses of the 
hardest after a period of time, caus- monetary losses, but the other losses victims for monetary gains for 
ing the worst depression. can never be replaced. themselves. If that is so, then they 

Our country was founded by If large flood control dams are are a very low form of life. 

Surely some way must be found 
for those most affected in this 


To The Editor 


than a mediocre society. 

We must find a way to replace 


Now we come to the decision of 


and anyone can see it. 
while a great hardship, can usually 


H & J CONTRACTING 

456-4283 or 799-6534 


situation to agree on a plan so that 
more losses can be avoided. 

The better solution would be to 
try and live with Nature rather than 
build a series of dams, etc., to try to 
| control natural elements, 
i -Friends of the Greenbrier River 
Basin. 


Bartow, WV 

Excavating-Bridge Building-All types construction 

FREE ESTIMATES 
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LOIS McELWEE MEMORIAL MEDICAL CLINIC 

LUIS E. SORIANO, M.D. 

FAMILY PRACTICE 
101 8TH ST., MARLINTON, W.VA. 

Office Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Monday Through Friday 
Appointments 
799-6695 
799-6696 


Friends of the Greenbrier R^er 1 
pi Basin is an organization formed to * 
||| preserve the Greenbrier River in its f 
m 'natural state. If you are interested 
,in our organization and want more 
II • information, please contact us at the 
wLfollowing address: r 

§H Friends of the Greenbrier River 
Ip Basin P. O Box 11, Dunmore 
M 24934. s 
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From The West Virginia Hillbilly, 
Richwood, W. Va. 


But Biz 
As Usual 


Dead Hands.. 
Dead Feet ... 


co 


p< 


until 9 p.m. He can com¬ 
pletely outfit hunters and 
fishermen and can also 

direct them to the area’s 
best spots. 

He says that business 
is seasonal, but lately he’s 
been too busy trying to 
replenish his stock to 
worry about it. *'I lost 
about 95 percent of my 
stock in the flood,” he 
said. "Logs from a mill 
upstream got in here and 
really wrecked the place. 
Helen Horton added, "All 
we had left were the 
walls.” With the help of 
an SB A loan, his shelves 
are almost full again. 

Glen lived in Florida 
until he was 24. It was 
there as a youngster he 
developed a deep love for 
baseball. He had played 
some type of organized 
ball for nine years prior to 
the accident. His parents 
got a chance to move to 
West Virginia when a Mr. 
McClung agreed to trade 
them straight up, his store 
in Smoot, Greenbrier 
County, for their home in 
Florida. They lived in 
Smoot for three years 
where Glen again became * 
involved in baseball. For 
three years he coached a 
senior league team there. 

He became an avid soft- 

• • 

ball fan after his family 
moved to Marlinton, and 
this year will be coaching a 
team there. 


Glen Horton is a 
29-year-old Marlinton 
sports shop manager, gun 
enthusiast, author and 
softball coach. For the last 
14 years he’s also been 
confined to a wheelchair, 
paralyzed from the 
shoulders down. 

Glen, or “Junior,” as 
he’s known around 
Marlinton, grew up in 
Rock Lake, Florida. He 
was 15 in 1972 when, div¬ 
ing from a tree into a 
stream, he hit the stream 
bed, breaking his neck. 

He moved to West 
Virginia with his family in 
1981. 


»» 


I had a grandfather 
who owned a produce 
store here in Marlinton, 
Glen said. “I used to visit 
him in the summer. I made 
up my mind back then that 
this was where I was going 
to live. 


41 


• • 


It 


Also because of hii 
close relationship with his 
grandfather, 
developed a keen interest 
in guns and hunting. His 
parents, Glen, Sr. and 
Helen Horton, own a pro¬ 
duce market and conve¬ 
nience store. They added 
the sports shop about a 
year and a half ago for 
Glen. Since then, he’s had 
it open seven days a week 


(ilen Horton, paralyzed from the shoulder* down 
sporting goods shop in Mailinlon. 

F or the last ten years, 

Glen has been col¬ 
laborating on a book 

about his struggle to over- 

• • 

come his handicap. “I’ll 
Walk Again,” soon to be 
published, was co-written 
by a Florida journalist 
Glen met in church. 

I’ve never given 
vp,” he said. “I’ve known 
from the start that some 
day I’ll walk again ... I 
wrote the book for other 
handicapped people, to 


, manages a 


Glen 


show them that there is 
hope. 




II 


Glen says the reason 
the book has taken so long 
is because the authors have 
had to collaborate by 
phone or mail. “It’s hard 
to keep facts straight,” he 
said. He wanted to get the 
book published nea r his 
home, hut said area 
publishers wanted too 
much money. He will be 
distributing it himself and 
has promised Hillbilly a 


Cl 


Ounrno 


1982 


4 4 


an 


i 


lew 


1982 


di 


Programs To Be Cut 


1981 


West V irginia University’s 
Cooperative Extension Service 


1981 


copy. 
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Letter 


Letter 


Dear Editor, 

The trouble with Pocahontas 


Dear Editor; 

By now everybody has ideas 
on whether a mainsteam dam Coun'v school system is that there 

should be built on the Greenbrier arc too many chiefs and not enough 

Indians. We keep hearing that our 

First of all I wonder if a dam county has too many employees for 

the number of students enrolled in 
the schools. But parents, how many 
of our children are in small classes? 
Perhaps the excess could more 

Job-wise, it will help people practically be trimmed by making 

reductions of employees who do not 
teach. In the county office there are 
no fewer than 7 administrators, all 
drawing very large salaries as well 


the 


jour 


for 


lown 

fitter 


River above Marlinton. 


is 


could stand as much water as we 
had r the November flood. I have 


to a 
is as 


my doubts. Just ask people in 
California. 


i the 


fill it 


out of state who always end up 
with these kinds of jobs in 
Pocahontas County that should 
belong to the local people. 

Now the part of losing homes county supplements. Recently 

the board gave the superintendent a 
$5000 raise, to a total of $48,000 a 


s to 


thful 


and 


and farms. The excuse to build the 


dam is to save lives from 
Marlinton on down, but I think the year These same administrators are 

big businessmen see once again now “^g us 10 ll ^ htcn our belts 
they can make the all mighty dollar an d d'R * nt0 our pockets to finance 

new school buildings Not many 


thful 

ends 


'2UJSC 

even if it is at the expense of what 

56 r ,S families have worked all their lives y ears a 6°» ^is county had only two 

administrators in the board office. 


by 


for. 


sable 


Maybe it's time for a look at the 


Then the environment comes 
to mind. This area is one of the good old days. 


able. 


you 

mely 


Names Withheld By Request 


last beautiful areas not destroyed by 
man. I think we ought to keep it 
this way. Lets think of another 
alternative besides a dam. 


lands 


Letter 

Dear Citizens of Pocahontas 
County: 

The Pocahontas Times in its 


ually 


Gary Cassell 


years 


1 to 


February 27th edition carried a paid 
ad by the Pocahontas County 


Letter 


enow 
;ome 
any 
: up. 
)vely 
ig to 


Dear Editor, 

1, as a concerned citizen of Hotcl/Motel Association. Those of 

you that may have missed the 
article or glanced hurriedly over it 


Pocahontas County and a tax 
payer, would just like to comment 

few things that have taken may better be served to look more 

thoroughly at its misguided views. 
First of all, it is asinine for 


on a 

place and are going to take place in 
Pocahontas County. I’m for new > 
changes in our county. In fact. I’d such a selfish special interest group 

to believe it can insult the 


like to see new changes made. 

First of all, I'd like to see the intelligence of our citizens by 
hospital and schools come out of jawboning about bureaucratic jobs 
the town of Marlinton. There is no and va * n threats, 
use in playing around with that 

Greenbrier River any longer. Two mtercst groups who resort to self- 
of the places suggested for the centered greed and deliberately 
schools are fine. Brownsburg overlook what the taxpayers as a 
intersection of the Airport Road whole have done for them must be 
and the property near the golf called to account and exposed for 
bourse. There is land galore up the wbat they really are. 

Brownsburg 

why? underdeveloped which would make industry is beginning to show 
eason 


f late 
t this 
n our 
i few 


Any individuals or special 


if my 


Well. ; 
vould 


t just 


They propose that the tourist 


Road that is 


a nice place for schools, hospital, signs of improvements. I wonder if 

shopping center and a small airport they have the misconception that 

or even a residential area tourists come to Pocahontas 

convenient for most of the County just to spend the night in 

i can population of Pocahontas County, one of the motel/hotels. 

s 311 y Both properties already have good 

roads near the sites. But I also Within 

in noticed in the Times that Dr. Pocahontas County we find a host 

8 not Holland also had his eyes on the of natural and human developed 

ryday property on the hill behind the tourist attractions. Among these 

ust a depot Now here is where I have to arc eight rivers that head up in 

pull the blinds and shake my head. Pocahontas County, some of the 

It’s pretty bad when there is a finest scenic mountain ranges found 

chance of something great to in the eastern part of these United 

happen in Pocahontas County and States, the designated wilderness 

Doug Dunbrack and the arcas, the hunting and fishing, 

establishment get their hands in the hiking trails and curious rock 

f are. p^ Someone there wants to get a formations like Beartown. 

'y *he road into that property and make a 
i how 

until 

i who 

there 


once 
other, 
at the 


Let's set the record straight, 
the boundaries of 


oeone 
these 
u are 
se we 
n this 
never 


The State of West Virginia his 
killing off the poor people of for many years been aware of the 
Pocahontas County. It would cost tourist industry and its impact upon 
a fortune to put a road to the site the economy. In fact, millions and 
through the slum and then have millions of taxpayers' dollars have 
until nothing. They run the town but been spent to enhance and develop 
Now let’s not let them run Pocahontas this potential. 

Pocahontas 


5 this County, 
better 


County 

Seems like when a little received a lion's share and everyone 
money is directed our way for is aware of this, especially the 
things better buildings or improvements spjcial Motel/Hotel group, 
k you someone's salary has to be raised. 

;thing No man is worth $48,000 a year. Pocahontas County that the reasons 
in the Not even the President. There's just tourists come to visit include the 
ah « not that much education received in following: There are access roads 
those Pocahontas County schools. Let's and highways. These lead to such 
build those schools and hospital in places as Watoga State Park, Droop 
• right a decent place with our own people Mountain Battlefield State Park, 
: now who need work and replace all Cass Scenic Railroad, Seneca State 
those officials that we have gotten Forest, Cranberry Wilderness area 
*ople from other territories because we with its visitor center, Beartown 

i you have just as good in Pocahontas State Park, Edray Trout Fish 
re for 


has 


I present to the citizens of 


t were 


n this 


County. All those things we are Hatchery, Greenbrier River Trail. 
:meny having done by outsiders—let's do it Snowshoe and Silver Creek Ski 
need. 


ourselves. We know what we want Resorts, Green Bank Observatory, 

people I on the Greenbrier to protect our Pearl Buck Museum, and others. 

drcofc needs. The feasibility study, Cole- 
11 caU 


An examination of the public 

Layer-Trimble Co., reappraised expenditures for these facilities 

property tax are lost money and has reveals that tax paying citizens have 

luring already made a mess of tilings. If been subsidizing over fifty percent 
: time 


o all 


Marlinton residents are going to ( 50 %) 0 f the cost. In other words, 
hang around for another flood let's those visiting tourists, in and out 
take our county money and get our 0 f state, using these accom- 
schools and hospital in a safe modations have had their vacations 
place. To end our comment or and recreations paid for in part by 
suggestion, did Dr. Holland or the the tax paying citizens. 

County Commission or Hospital 

Authority ever look at the property citizens build and develop the 
along U.S. 219 on the Edray Flats tourist attractions and subsidize 
which would make a wonderful site visitors on their outings through 

taxes, how, in good conscience, can 
Motel/Hotel special interest groups 
Concerned Citizen and Tax Payer who are reaping the rewards from 

these public expenditures, have the 
audacity to resort to such 


en of 
jusers 
>f the 
iut, so 
rou to 


It seems fair to me when 


:n 


for schools and hospital? 
Thank you. 


utton, 
ell as 
so at- 


Letter 

school and the hospital could pr’opagan&L 

the hill behind the The Motel/Hotel Association, 


Linica- The 
le and be placed on 
stions depot. Water tank up there with 

being pumped from the 
A of- present tank would solve the 
flood problem. Do not ruin Marlinton 

by taking the facilities out of town. 

Also the hospital should be close to portion of the bounty they garnered. 

Shame! Shame! on your house. 

Summers Dean 


in my opinion, would be much 
better served if they would 
appreciate what the citizens' hard 
earned tax dollars have done for 


iswers 


water 


them and be willing to share a 


town. 


Raymond L. Gibson 
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Dam 
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The Pocal 


ville, Florida. 

Mark is a 1981 graduate of 
PCHS and attended Fairmont State 


Engagement 

Mr and Mrs. Kenneth Ervine 


of Marlinton wish to announce the 
engagement of their daughter, Jan, College and Marshall University, 
to Mark Jonese, son of Mr. and He is presendy a Lance Corporal in 

the U.S. Marine Corps and is 
studying aviation electronics at 


Mrs. Joseph Jonese of Arbovale. 

Jan is a 1981 graduate of 
PCHS and a 1985 graduate of Memphis, Term. 

I airmonl State College. She pres- An August wedding is being 
entlv resides and works in Jackson- planned. 


(iihson *:• Webb 
M\. Vivian Shue Webb, 
.laughter of the late Emery and 


sliced ham, potato salad, coffee. 

white wine and champagne punch, 

and lemon lime sherbet punch. 
I Shue. of Droop, and Mr, p^bic Thomas, daughter of the 
Udred Mas Gibson, son of Mr. 


groom, served chips, dips and hors 
d'oeuvres. Sandra Burnett served a 
beautiful fruit tray of two love 
birds, one cut from a honeydew 
melon and one cut from a 
cantaloupe, sitting on other melons 
with a background of leafy lettuce Ka 
and fruits including grapes, De 
bananas, orange slices, pear slices M; 
and strawberries. 

There were numerous gifts that Fe 
the bride and groom opened with W1 
the ooh's and aah's of the Lil 
onlookers. 

Members of the Max Gibson, 

Sr., family attending included his 
father and mother, Mr and Mrs. 
Eldred Gibson, cf Nebraska, Mrs. 
John | Debbie) Thomas and P 
children, of Denver, Colorado; and J; 
son, Mr. and Mrs. Max Jr., and 
children, of Denver, Colorado. 


Eldred K Gibson, of Lexington. 
\ebraska, were united in marriage 
at ihe Mountain View Reformed 
Church in Denver, Colorado, by 
the Res Ncvin Webster, at 7 p.m., 
I riday evening. Feb. 28. 

Donald Slow ell, of Colorado 
Spiings was best man and Sandra 
Burnett was matron of honor. 

The bride wore a white over 
ice blue sheath dress with a veiled 
white dove hat crowned with baby's 
breath. She earned a bouquet of red 
and white sweetheart roses with 
baby s breath and baby ferns with a 
due la. e ribbon trailing the length 
of the stems. 

Hie groom wore a light brown 
western cut suit with a red rose 
boutonniere. 

The matron of honor wore a 
white over pink sheath dress, 
mulshing that of the brides, with a 
while and pink corsage. • 

The best man wore a western 
brown suit with a white carnation 
boutonniere 


Cc 


ho 


1 


w 


Mrs. W. E. |Wenona Shuel V 
McNeal. of Augusta, Ga„ called to tf 
be there in heart and spirit to 
represent the bride even though she f 
could not attend due to the short st 
notice. 


VI 

9 


Ml the wedding guests went to 
the residence of Mr. and Mrs. 

Gibson tor 


C 

Mr. John Thomas, son-in-law 

the reception. The of the groom, took pictures of the * P| 

double ring ceremony and the large 


cake was a three tier 
i ,iit v I cake with white doves reception. 


UCddlPi! 


r<i 


The couple will reside in l) 

where Mr. 


bearing a wedding ring. 

Mr and Mrs Max Gibson Jr. Denver, Colorado, 

•• h. st and h. Mess. They served Gibson works for the government. 


th 


wet 


1 
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In Rprnpnitior 


j( Minnehaha; Worlds Fair in 
Chicago in 1933." 

Jane was educated in 


of the Church. She was set* ted by 
t y )e Greenbrier Presbytery as on; of the 
commissioners to the 1974 General 


Marlmton schools and was graduated 
from Marlinton High School in Assembly of the Presbyterian 
1936 as valedictorian of her class. Church in the United States. 

She attended Davis and Elkins 
College as a young wife and **en * LtJve in the of this 

mother. When her husband. Basil political party She is chairman of 
Clair Sharp, finished at Davis and » h * County Executive Committee 

and a former member of the State 




A lifelong Democrat, Jane has 


Elkins in 1939, they moved to 
Hillsboro where he taught and Executive Committee, as well as a 
coached at Hillsboro High School, member and former officer of 
Called up for service in 1943, Basil Pocahontas County Democrat 
died on December 23, 1944. from Women and Young Democrats. 

A strong interest in history has 
been a characteristic of the Price 




H 


wounds received in Germany while 

serving with live 7th Army. 

Jane and Basil were the parents Family for generations and this trait 

of three children. Basil Price Sharp, a k° s ** ows U P i n She is a 

charter member, director, and former 


June Price Sharp 
An orientation towards 


conservation of the land and service 

to the community comes naturally Calvin Sharp, and Jane Sharp 

to Jane Price Sharp, as a daughter of lessee. There are 9 grandchildren, 
the "Sage of Pocahontas County," As 3 y°“ n g widow with three Historical Society. 

Calvin Price. The basic beliefs !hal lichen Jane relumed from ™P» panic,pan. ,n ihr Sociely s 

Hillsboro to Marlinton. She worked b<xik P fl) J ect ' History Qf P«ahunUS 
at the Courthouse. 


president of the Pocahontas County 

She was a 


were so prominent in the father- 
love for God. God’s creation. 

family, and community-are also Stockyards, and did substitute 
present in the daughter. teaching in the county school 

Jane Price Sharp was bom on *y s,em and, of course, assisted her °mp°mery, 

October 17. 1919, in the Marlinton f3 «her as needed at The Pocahontas McClung organized the 1 ocahontas 
home of her parents. Calvin and Times. Upon his sudden death in for Better Living program. 

1957 she became editor. Under her ^ Monongahela Power Company 

editorship, the papei continued its 
unique style of chronicling the lives 
of the people of Pocahontas County 

that the Times had become noted Farmin * for Better Living program. 
I for. 


Marlinton Counts. West Virginia. 1981. 

In 1946 Calvin Price, along 

l>eslie 


with Walter 


Jett. 


and Dr. Dick 


Mabel Milligan Pnce. She lives 
today in the same home on Second 
Avenue. Growing up as a small 
town girl Jane remembers: 

"chasing water dogs in the 
river; roller skating; ice skating; 
coasting at the Yellow House; 
seesawing with ladders; picking 
potato bugs in kerosene; roasting one lo eas y chair is she 
potatoes in bonfires at night; continues to work daily at the paper. 

walking fences and railroad rails; n ' s ^ e serve( f 35 president of 
cleaning the yard with thorn bushes; . West Virginia Press 
hiking to l-one Tree Knob and Kee Association. West Virginia Press 

Rocks; Zed Smith, Jr., luking * ome " , h " n “ e<1 «'» h iB 

everyone on sleigh ride, pulled by of Acl,,evemera Award in 

horses; girls’ basketball trips to 
Quinwood, Slatyfork, Cass, etc.; 4- 
H Camp at Fair Grounds, cots or 
straw ticks, dip in river at 6 a.m. 
homemade potato chips and 
mayonnaise; principals Zack 
Johnson and G. D. McNeill; 5c 
matinees; the best Fair ever when ! 
the race track flooded and we used 
boats in Indian Pageant; tomatoes 
die only good crop in drought of 
1930; the Barnett family moving 
back from Oklahoma because of the 
Dust Bowl; Amos and Andy and 
Lowell Thomas on the radio--no TV 
until 50’s; first white lines on roads; 
swimming at Fair Grounds and pool 


sponsored this project which had as 
its purpose the promoaon of 
modem farming methods. 


The 


which ended in 1969, was similar in 


goals to the present Land Living 
Jane was active in the 
Farming for Better Living program 
and served a term as chairman. 

Jane is presently serving her 
home community of Marlinton as a 
member of the town council and the 
town planning commission. She is 
also a director of the Marlinton 
Chamber of Commerce. 

She is a member, secretary, and 
former president of the Marlinton 
Woman’s Club. 

At the county level, Jane served 
for a number of years as chairman of 
the Pocahontas County Planning 
Commission, one of the most 
thankless jobs in the county's 
history. She is secretary for Pioneer 
Days, a member of Mountaineers 
for Rural Progress, and a member of 
the County Development Authority. 

She is an advisory member of 
the State Woman’s Commission. 


In 1982 Jane officially ’’retired 
as editor but the retirement was not P roject 


As in the case of her father it is 
fitting that the Times Office is 
'. located adjacent to the Marlinton 
Presbyterian 

granddaughter of the church's first 
pastor and daughter of one of its 
most active elders. Jane has been 
involved in the life of the church all 
her life. She is presently serv ing as 
an elder, clerk of the session, 
Sunday School teacher, and 
historian for the Women of the 
Church. She is a former youth 
leader and president of the Women 


Church. 


The 


She is an enthusiastic gardener, 
and thinks Pocahontas is the best 
land for living. 


William P. McNeel 
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encyclopedia of people and their 
families and was always a ready 
resource for those who needed 
information relative to the people he 
knew" 


In Recognition 


This writer had the extreme 
good fortune to have been a student 
at Green Bank High School during 
the Hams principalship and in many 
ways felt that his influence has 
guided my methods of instruction 
and administration in my days in 
education. However, it is not my 
opinion that I want to pursue, but 
that of the people who knew him 
more closely and some for a longer 
period of lime. 

Peggy Smith, teacher of 
American Government at Green 
Bank High School, exhibited her 
admiration for Mr. Harris like this: 




A Salute to F.xcellence 
In Mtmonam 

Virgil R. Ilarris-Kduciition 
Discipline Personified with 
Compassion Exemplified 
Recent history tells us that instructor for Mr. Harris. In all of 
Virgil B. Harris was bom in my years in education, which 
Braxton County. May 22, 1905. He includes both secondary and college 
was educated in the public schools levels, I have never been associated 
of West Virginia, had degrees from with a more outstanding, forward 
Glenville State College and was a looking or fair minded individual, 
teacher, principal and county His abundant love for students was 
superintendent at various times overwhelming. Many times Mr. 
during his professional career. He Harris visited the homes of the 
was married to Macel Ellen Keener, needy, actually giving money to 
of Nicholas County, on Octouer 1. students for lunches, so that the 
1927. From that union five children student would not be embarrassed at 
were bom: George Hampton, Virgil the time all students were called 
B„ Jr., Nancy Jean. Virginia Ann upon to pay for their meals. If the 
and John Frederick, all of whom are family would not accept money for 
married and have their own families, this purpose he would arrange. 
Along with Virgil and Macel these wherever he could, a job which 
five children called Pocahontas would help the family too poor to 
County and Green Bank home from pay for necessities. Mr. Hams had a 
1945 until the lime that each moved vivid foresight in the processes 
from our midst to carry out family necessary to become successful in 
responsibilities of their own. We the professions or vocations and 
know their roots are firmly anchored knew how to apply academic 
in Pocahontas Pride. On September principles so that each student could 
10, 1985, an unexpected death took realize ultimate success. He was 
Virgil from his lovea ones and from constantly in search of sources to 
the people who knew and also loved improve the academic structure 

High quality and high standards were 
Virgil made an impact on every required before the academic 
individual with whom he had the curriculum was suitable for use in 


"I did two tours of duty as an 


him. 


opportunity to become acquainted, his school. Mr Harris believed 
To his credit almost all of those strongly in achievement. Ills ideals 
who would speak of his memory do and successes were always reflected 

throughout the members of his 
Earl J. "Tex" Gainer, the family." 

Director of the Calhoun-Gilmer 


so with fond recollection. 


The significant impact that 
Vocational Center, a former Virgil made upon the students 
Glenville State College basketball matriculating at Green Bank High 

lifetime School has been and will be 
discussed and recorded for many 


great and nearly a 
acquaintance of Virgil has spoken to 
this writer many times in the past generations, 
eight years about his admiration for 
Virgil. Tex says. ”1 first knew Mr. student 
Harris when he was a teacher at comparing 


Rarely discs one 

m 

converse with a former GBHS 


eventually 


without 
the influences of Mr. 


Gilmer Harris' example and what they mean 
to the graduate, for some even after 


Normantown School in 


County when I was but a child. I 
was very close to him until he left nearly forty years 
Gilmer County in the late 1930's. 

Mr. Harris had the keenest sense of of one Pocahontas County's greatest 
perspective on any given situation. I educators. Dr. Benjamin F. 
never saw him get 'bent out of Poscover, Director of the Office of 
shape.' Along with this attribute he Science 
also had a tremendous sense of School Board, states, 
humor. Mr. Harris also had a great was a master teacher as well as a 
interest in people. He never forgot superior principal. (Reference here is 
anyone after he had an opportunity made to the point that whenever 
to know them. If ever he was 
acquainted with you in any way he classes in addition to his duties as 
always knew you. no matter where principal.) His 
he saw you or whatever the presentation was so outstanding to 

walking 


A former student, himself a son 


for Baltimore County 

Mr. Harris 


possible. Mr. Hams taught special 


method of 


M,* 


situation. 


was 


Continued on page 6) 













r*raF 


Your complimentary 
use period has ended. 
Thank you for using 
PDF Complete. 


Complete 


and Expanded Features 


id 


w w • 


'P 


h Virgil Harris - Continued from 
page 3 

me even then that, in addition to my 
father and Mr. Swartz Hill, also a 
a Green Bank school teacher, I used 
s, him as a role model during my 
entire professional 
education. The characteristics that 
we as master educators encompass 
10 into instruction and supervision 
l( j were a pan of Mr. Harris' demeanor, 
to He prepared and presented a 
challenge to each teacher and student 
ie to excel. He then did everything 
5 f within his power to support this 
O' challenge for excellence. 

It was a privilege for me to 
have been a student tn the school 
where Mr. Harris was my principal. 
:h He carefully balanced a very serious 
atutude about academic excellence 
with an innate sense of humor that 
reinforces the endearment of even 
,d those students who were the 
ly recipients of his pointed efforts and 
challenges to be the best." 

A person who worked as 
closely with Mr. Harris as any 
associate was Mr. Mack H. Brooks, 
Superintendent of Pocahontas 
County Schools, from 1956 to 
1966, and Mr. Harris' immediate 
supervisor from 1945 to 1966. Mr. 
Brooks’ statement is, "Virgil B. 
Harris' students were fortunate to 
have been under the guidance of his 
great and outstanding leadership. He 
was a man of high ideals and 


world than Virgil Harris, except my 
father. Mr. Harris was the father 
figure exemplified. He was a family 
who exhibited the kind of 
dose, caring relationship that fits a 
nearly perfect mold. He was the 
epitome of administration and 
leadership. His desire that his 
students develop respect for adults 
was practices in his everyday life. 
Rarely, if ever, did Virgil address a 
teacher, janitor or cook by any other 
means than Miss, Mrs. or Mr. and 
his absolute refusal to dwell upon 
’ the shortcomings of others was a 
trait that placed his high character 
second to none in his community." 

Grey M. Cassell, Superinten¬ 
dent of Schools for Hampshire 
County, 

correspondence, "I am proud to have 
known Mr. Virgil B. Harris, former 
principal of the Green Bank High 
School, as a student in the 
J graduating class of 1951 and I am 
also proud to have had the 
imty to work with Mr. 
Harris on a professional basis when 
I served as county superintendent of 
schools from 1966-1970. 

The effective leader must master 
the art of turning generalized goals 
into specific targets. Mr. Harris was 
able to do this and indeed was a 
leader in the community and county. 
An effective leader never pleases 
everyone and Mr. Harris never tried 
to please everyone when decisions 
had to be nude. He was a decision 
making administrator who never 
passed the buck to high authorities 
to make it more convenient for 
himself. I admired him for his 
leadership ability, but most of all I 
admired him for being a friend to the 
student and for the example he set in 
the community as a loving husband 
and father to his wife and children." 

The testimonies of this septet 
are indicative of literally thousands 
which could be published by his 
friends, acquaintances and associates 
from over a half century of service 
to his God, his country and to his 
fellowman. Truly a worthy recipient 
of a salute from Mountaineers For 
Rural Progress and a shining 
example for Pocahontas Pride. 

Reon Lambert 


standards for himself, his family, 
his students and the community. He 
was a strong disciplinarian, yet 
always with kindness and concern 
for student problems. 

It was a professional and 
personal pleasure to be 
with Mr. Harris. The most 
outstanding virtue of this man was 
that he went the extra mile in all of 
his endeavors." 
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Alfred Ervine, operator of 
Sheets Garage in Green Bank 
whose business is very close to 
Harris' home, related, "I have known 


s 


Mr. Harris as a principal for ten 
years [Mr. Harris was the principal 
of Green Bank Elementary as well 
as Green Bank High School] and as 
a customer to my business for 
twenty years. In my opinion he was 
one of the most upstanding citizens 
I have ever known. As principal r 
community member, and customer I 
always found him to be fair and 
honest. I cannot think of one bad 


m 


ui 


his 


reflects 
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le 


le 


to 


id 
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•hing related to Mr. Harris. He was 
a hard worker. He loved to hunt 
with his children. He had a fierce 
pride in his lawn and garden and 
during the season spent every day in 
their improvement" 

James E. Wooddell, former 
student, family friend and 
community neighbor says, "I had no 
greater respect for any man in the 
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would just put some straw in the 
farm wagon, load up the kids and go 
to church that way." "Any fella that 


The Horse in Pocahontas 


Courtly 

It has been said that America 
was built by the toil and sweat of ^ mone y would have a fancy 
the horse. As we trace the European sa< tdle horse, a good saddle and a bit 

^,3 with a curb, and when something 
like that came through town, it was 
just like seeing a man go by in a 
Cadillac!" "Before the paved roads, 
you could nde anywhere you wanted 
to go. Now, where the old roads 
were, there're trees growing in 'em. 

It's a different place. All the roads 
arc different Out Spruce Mats, you 
could ride or drive all through there. k 
Automobiles and hard roads changed ■ 

the whole way of living." "In town, 4 
Smith continues, "from where the r 
hospital is, all the way down to tire 
river, there wasn't anything. There 
were hitching posts down along the 
river, and everyone would tie their 


in the state. In Hillsboro, a smaller 
oval track and grandstand was the 
site of the Hillsboro Fair and the 
Pocahontas County Horseshow for 
several years During the time when 
. the fairgrounds weren't being used, 
the circus would use the grounds. 

I ***Mgt*«-« ( larence Smith recalls my Dad and 
'Doc Wallace ran the Fair." "They 
and the others gave the circus 
,permission to use the grounds, and 
-they'd set up there. I remember that 
well." 
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sealers' progression across 
continent, the horse is present in 
every aspect of their lives. It is 
difficult to imagine how the 
gigantic task of building a new 
civilization could have 
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accomplished without them. 

Here in Pocahontas County, wc 
may head our modem car down one 
of our many roads and notice a pile 
of huge rocks at the head of a 
meadow. Perhaps a large old barn is 
a part of the scene. In a more 
unhurried moment, it is interesting 
to imagine this scene as our 
ancestors 
mountainside, huge virgin trees, 
boulders strewn on the forest floor. 
Imagining this helps us understand 
how even roadbed, every wooden 
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Of lesser rcknovtn was another 
R racetrack 


1 


»< 


near Pocahontas County, 
in Mingo. A settlement of English 
families acquired land in that area, 
starting in 1883, between Unwood 
and Mingo. They built a racetrack 
and printed programs fir various 
events, one of which was the Mingo 
went Drought in to work at the sites. Cup. | Ihe cup was a five cent cup!] 
Many of the hones came from out Polo was mtroduscd. and polo 
west and were sturdy and well suited mauhes were held tegularlv 
for the logging work. Not only did Pocahontas County has seen a 
horses have to be strong, but agile wide variety of horses come and go. 
as well, for as Mr. Taylor describes. With 
sometimes it was a horse's fast 
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found 


it-sieep 


616 


wuinng outside the t’enples Store. 
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structure and every acre of cleared 

W 

land represents days and weeks of 
labor for straining teams of horses 
and oxen. After the initial clearing 
of the land, the horses' labors, of 
continued. 


very little level land, the 
county has never had large numbers 
reaction to a downhill log slide that 0 f big dralt horses like the 

might save it from being crushed commonly seen at the turn of the 

beneath the tons of logs. At the century in the flat midwest farming 
command of "Gee" or "Haw" the 
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Plowing. - 


course, 

harvesting, hauling logs and W W 
lumber, transportation-the tasks the flK 
horse has patiently performed for jflK/, 
humankind arc as varied as the wM 




legions. Today, however, one of the 
■ horse would know whether to jump largest of the draft horse breeds, the 
to the right or left, and a J hook Percheron. has found 


u 




V 


. JPRRi place 
— (>n ^ harness would release when Pocahontas County at the farm of 

the horse made a sudden, sideways Robert and Dorothy McLaughlin. 
■ movement, and free it from the load 


people who have demanded them. 

Marlinton resident. Clarence 
Smith, remembers when horses 
were an essential part of Pocahontas 
County life. "It was a different 
world then." he says. Everything 
moved at a slower pace." Eighty-six 
year old Clarence remembers clearly 
the three livery stables in town 
during his younger yean, and. most 
specifically, the one his father, Z. 
S. Smith, ran. "We'd get a lot of 
business, you know." "A fella 
might come in on the morning 
train, hire a rig, go down to the 
stores in Buckeye and return that 
afternoon and catch the train home." 
"A man with a big family might 
take out a three seat hack for a 
Sunday picnic at Minnehaha. That 
was a big outing!" "Maybe a fella'd 
be courtin'. He'd rent a horse and 
buggy, he and his girl would go to 
church, then they'd just drive around 
like they do nowadays." "You can'! 
imagine the difference." Smith 
continues, "between then and 
nowadays." "All I knew was 
Marlinton, Campbelltown, Buck¬ 
eye. Rimel, Driscol, Mountain 
Grove and Warm Springs." "Warm 
Springs was a full day's trip from 
Marlinton. If the family loaded up 
the kids for a trip to Warm Springs 
once a year, that was a trip those 
kids would really look forward to 
and remember for a long time." 

In town, horses sometimes had 
specialized jobs. The undertaker, for 
example, usually kept four teams of 
draft horses to pull the hearse. 
"Horses weren't for pleasure like 
they are now," Smith remembers. 
"All horses were kept for a purpose. 
The little farmer had his plow and a 
• team of horses. He'd have a wagon 
and a sled for the winter. The rich 
people might have a surrey to go to 
church in, but the regular farmers 
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near Minnehaha Springs. 

"We didn't mean to make it a 


it was pulling. "There were a lot of 
accidents" Mr. Taylor says. "Many full 
horses and men were lost." 
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time business." Dotty 
McLaughlin explains. "We went to 
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Two teams hauling saw log, at Scehert Depot. 

horses there while they were 
shopping in town.* "You just can’t 
imagine the change," Smith says 
again. "It's not my world anymore.” 

Mrs. Jennie Bell Slavin is 
another Marlinton resident who 
remembers the ’’old days" in 
Pocahontas County. She recalls 
with affection how her family came 
to have one of her favorite horses, 

"Old Joe." "When the loggers were 
up on Cheat Mountain, West 
Virginia Pulp and Paper Company 
had a big bam where they kept the 
work horses. There were thirty 
horses in that bam when there was a 
fire one time that killed all but two. 

My grandmother, Isabelle Burner 
Slavin. was a horse lover, and she 
rode all the way up there and 
brought back a big black horse that 
had both of his ears burned off. and 
one eye missing. He was burned so 
bad--but she healed him and we kept 
him the rest of his life. We kids 
would ride him with no saddle or 


bridle or hitch him up to the home 
maue sleigh. He was the best horse - 
we ever had!" At 94 years old, »■ 
Jennie remembers the first days of 
logging in the county. "I saw this 
country before a stick of timber was 
taken out," she says. "Big forests of 
spruce, hemlock and hardwoods, and 
woods just as cool and dark." "I 
remember them loggin' up there 
before Uiere were railroads to take 
the logs out. They'd send 'em down 
the river to Ronceverte." 


i 


. « . 


HU IS BORO PAIR 191) 14.1) 


a sale in Ohio looking for a work 
horse, and came home with two 
Perchcrons!" Those two horses were 
named Dick and Jim and the 
McLaughlins had them for six years 
before selling them. They now have 
a Percheron stallion, LaBells Duke, 
who is standing at stud at their 
farm. The McLaughlins use their 
big horses for many tasks such as 
hauling wood [all of this year's 
wood was skidded out of the woods 
by their horses) and other farm 
chores. They enjoy their horses and 
also have a Quarter Horse stallion, 
Pat's Roper, standing at stud. Son, 
Robert, Jr., is active in local riding 
events and the McLaughlins attend 
the State c air every year with their 
best specimens. They hope to have 
a long and successful future with 
their horses. 


Farming, 

logging--horses were an essential 
part of Pocahontas County life 
throughout the I800's and early 
1900's. In October, 1919, the first 
Pocahontas County Fair was held, 

Mrs. Slavin has many fond *** somc residents found a 

new use for horses -- recreation and 


transportation. 


memories of the horses she has 
known and like most children of coropetif'O"- 


The newly built 
Pocahontas County Fairgrounds 
boasted a 1/3 mile track for sulky 
and riding races, and the first fair 


that lime, grew up around them. 
"We lived on Back Mountain and 


got our supplies at the store at 

Durbin." "Wc usually had only one - 0,1 * county s best. There 

were thirty-three horse entries in 

that first fair, and the numbers 


horse, but that one'd do everything." 

A veteran of the logging days, 

Taylor, of Marlinton. '"creased in successive years. The 

fair was an exciting and popular 


Robert 


worked for West Virginia Pulp and 
Paper Company. He remembers the event - By 1922. the fair had grown 

to a grandstand that could seat 2,000 

and a 1/2 mile track in an oval forty 
feet broad that did not have an equal 


logging camps and big log bams 
that were built for the horses that 
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Li 


Del mo s. our son-in-law, came 


in about then and said he would go 
get Arch. 


JOHN W. OWENS 


When they got back we started 
putting a few things up higher in 
the garage They moved inr lawn 
mower, tillers, etc. over near the 
grade school where it was higher. 
(They were washed clear down in 
the middle of the football field ) 


Trash Hauling Service 

NOW SERVING 
all points north, east and west 
in Pocahontas County 


The reports we were getting 
said the water would crest about 
like the flood of ' 67". I thought, "I 
can take that; we only had about 4 
or 5 inches in 67. 

I just puttered around watched 
my soap operas, checking every so 
often on the water I got another 
call from my sister-in-law saying 
the water was higher than '67. We 
decided wed better start moving 
things out of the basement During 
a normal flood (hats usually the 
only place we get water. 

From then on my memory i\ a 
little muddled. The water started 
coming up so fast. We waded water 
getting things out of the basement 

We took things out of hoti. >m 
drawers and shelves and put them 
higher. Wc look up a couple 
carpets, rolled them up. and pot 
them on (he couches. 

Dclmos and Ernie, a brother in 
law were helping us hut (lies 
decided they had better leave while 
they could still get out. They tried 
to get us to leave but we said »c 
were going to stay and put some 
more things up. 

The water was coming up very- 
fast and was soon up in (he house. 
I took things out of the bottom of 
the closets and put them on the 
bed I had a lot of Christmas gif ts I 
had bought. This was all wasted 
effort because (he water would 
cover everything. 

The water was finally gening 
on my clothes (hat were hanging. 
Arch suggested (hat we take some 
of our clothes up to the attic Thank 
God that we did. 

We put things up until the 
water was up to my knees. It was 
very obvious it was going to be 
higher than 67. 

I said, "Arch, I've got to get 
out of here. I can t take it any 
longer. Let's leave." He said 
"Trudy, we waited too long now. 
We've made our choice, there's no 
place to go but the attic." 

We pulled the stairs down and 
climbed up. 1 had put our pet cat. 
Alley, up (here earlier, 

. She spent the whole time with 
us. We had taken some coats up so 
we would be warm. I found a bag 
of rags and threw them on the floor 
for our bed. I found a bag of old 
bedspreads and we covered up with 
them. 


$11.00 per month 

.Negotiable _ 


Residential Rate. 

Commercial Rate 


SPRING CLEANUP 

Please Call 
John W. Owens 

799-6931 

... 


lne water was up to 
armpiLs and was cold, cold, cold, 
but he came back with the roast, a 


is 


loaf of bread, and a box of ritz 
crackers. I wasn't very hungry but I 


ate a sandwich. 


We didn't sleep any. We just 
spent the time checking the water. 
Once something hit the house and 
we thought the house was going 
off the foundation. The water 


noticed the river was higher but not 


The Flood of 1985 

1 will never forget Nov. 4, too scary. When I got home I 
1985. The day started very checked Knapps Creek but it wasn't 
normally. 1 got up at 6:00, over the bank, 
showered, woke Arch, my husband. 


I thought since I was home a 
ate breakfast, packed my lunch, and little early I'd have a decent supper 
drove to Hillsboro to school. I am so I put a pork roast in the oven. I 

later fixed sweet potatoes. They 


lacked one step of getting in the 
attic. We were starting to think 
about how we could get out on the 


a Kindergarten Aide there. 

I had checked Knapps Creek would be thrown out a few days 
and the Greenbrier River but they later covered with mold and mud. 

Sometime in the afternoon my 
sister-in-law called from Frost and 


roof of live house. 


I was never so happy when 

about how we could get out on the 


didn't look too bad. However, it 
was still raining hard 

About noon my principal told me that the creek was higher 
came and told me that he had up there than it had ever been ! 
received a call celling him that the thought I d better try to find Arch, 
streams were gening very high and He was 
they were going to let the kids go Bottom at a camp of Albert 
home early. He knew I lived close Wilfong's. Jack Smith, a neighbor, 
to the creek so he told me if I suggested 1 call Bill Moore in 
wanted to leave then 1 had his Stony Bottom to see if there was a 

phone close to the camp. He said 


mof of the house. 


was never so happy when 
we checked the water about 3:1)0 
and it had gone down. The water 
went down vers slosslv. We had 

4 w 

had 7 feet of water in the house. 
Arch finalls went downstairs 


I 


painting near Stony 


about noon I heard him say "Oh. 
Ms God! Trudy, don't come down. 

4 W 

but I knew I had to go dossn 
sometime. Wr» had spent a total of 


permission. 

I leisurely got ready to go there was no phone dose but he 

said, "Arch is on my porch." Well, 


16 hrs. in (he attic. 


home, fooling around, drank a cup 
of coffee in the teacher's lounge, he had gotten stranded on the other 
and visited a little. side a creek and left the truck and 

When I got to Marlinton 1 walked to Bill's place. 


The first people to wade in 
were F.rnic and Dannv Curry. We 


found out that everyone had been 
won led about us. I'm convinced 
that it was harder on our families 


than it was on us. 




Well the nest weeks would be 


spent in cleaning up. Our garage 
was gone (that was probably wha 
thit the house); the deck on ;he 
back of the house was gone, with 
my grill; my lawn furniture, and 
my picnic table. We found out later 
that our camp on the river was 


:*! \ R. D. S CONTRACTORS 
^ AND 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

Remodeling and Building 

RUSSELL DRAKE 




Apt. #3 805 10th Avenue 
Marlinton, WV 


destroyed. 


Phone 799-4991 


I spent die first day crying. 
Every time I thought of my 
pictures, my bonks, my piano, and 
everything else I cried. Everything 
in my house was covered with 
mud. Bobby, my sister, took us to 
her house, where I got warm. I 


After 30 years in business, 


NOBODY KNOWS TAXES 
LIKE HSR BLOCK 


finally slept. 


We spent several days w ith my 
daughter, Terry and a couple weeks 
in our camper. (Thank goodness we 


McK Building 
799-6417 
Marlinton 


had moved it.) 


H*R BLOCK 


Our friends and families were 
great. They were here every day 
helping us clean. People washed all 
my dishes and laundered all our 
clothes. I don’t know what we 
would have done without them. 

It's now March and we're back 


We had a flashlight so we 
could check the time on our 
watches. We spent the time 
watching the lime and checking the 
water. There was a window in the 
front of the attic. 

About 8:00 Arch said he was 
hungry, we hadn't taken time to eat 
my good supper. I told him that if 
it wasn't covered with water that 
roast was down on the stove; 1 had 
mil it un hiph. 


SPUING WOOD HOMES 

COMPANY, INC: 
683-3256 


P O BOX 1233 


Crab pxc^Ano wv 23827 


in our house again. There are still i 
lot of things to be done. I guesi 
we re lucky to be alive. I just hopL 
I never have to go through it again 
I'll never eat another pork roas 
without thinking of November 4 




HOURS: 

Tues.-Fri. 9 to 5 p.m. 

Sat. 10 to 3, Sun. 1 to 4 p.m. 

Closed Monday _ 

Get AH The House You Want For Less! 

• VISIT OUR MODEL HOMES 


r^<t|iiiii)|iiii^ 


MAniFV CONTINFN1AL HOMES 

Authorized Builder/Dealer 


MARLEY 


1985. 


Trudy Wooddell 


• LOTS AVAILABLE 
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Found Not Guilty 
Julian Montgomery was found 
not guilty by a jury following his 
two day trial in Pocahontas County 
Circuit Court last week on a charge 
of malicious wounding, 
charge came from a shooting 
incident at the Montgomery home 
in Green Bank in May, 1984. At 
the time Dwain Wilmer, of 
Greenbrier County, was shot in the 


cordi 


The 


orgai 


spot. 


Seco 


Orga 


Poca 


We i 
McN 


foot 


The trial began on Thursday. 
Selection of a jury took until early 
afternoon. Testimony from wit¬ 
nesses was presented Thursday 
afternoon and Fri 

Witnesses for the State were 
State Police Cpl. W. P. Baker, the 
investigating officer, Cathy Dolan, 
the defendant's sister-in-law. her 
husband, Thomas Dolan, and 
Dwain Wilmer. the shooting 
victim. 


Scho 


6:30 


morning 




I 


I 


< 


sever 


Testifying for the defense were 
the Rev. Edwin Tutwiler, who 
lives next door to the Montgomery 
home in Green Bank. Rev. 

Kenneth Montgomery, the 
defendant's father, Pam 
Montgomery, the defendant's wife, 

Sue Montgomery, the defendants 
sister, and Julian Montgomery. 

From the testimony of the 
various witnesses there was 
agreement on the main points of 
the case-Dwain Wilmer did receive 
a gunshot wound to the foot at the 
Montgomery home in Green Bank 
late in the afternoon of May 9. 

1984, and Julian Montgomery did 
fire the weapon that injured Mr. 
Wilmer. It was also agreed that char] 

Mr. Wilmer came to the home Dou| 

with Pam Montgomery and Cathy 
Dolan in Mrs. Dolan's car and pleat 

Julian Montgomery and Sue and 

Montgomery were at the house. 

Julian Montgomery and Dwain total 

Wilmer had not met before that days 


I 


possi 

resev 


April 


that 


reser 

lowii 

Club 

Char 

Willi 


Rich; 


most 


revo! 


day. 


Beyond the above there was guilt 
J conflicting testimony as to the Fnd; 
exact events of the day. Both state 
and defense witnesses testified that $*0 
their actions that day were based, at 
least in part, on concern about also 
what the others might do, since at as p 
the time Julian and Pam cour 
Montgomery were having marital Satu 
problems. 

On May 9 Pam Montgomery 
was at her sister's home near 
Lewisburg following a stay in the mor 
hospital. The couple's baby was 
being kept by Rev. and Mrs. 

, Montgomery at their home near 
Buckhannon. 

On the morning of the 9th, 

’ Pam Montgomery and Cathy Mar 
Dolan, accompanied by Mr. offe 
Wilmer. left for Buckhannon to get jail 
the baby from Julian's parents. Mot 
Mr. Wilmer, a friend and business Mag 
associate of Thomas Dolan, went total 
with the women at Mr. Dolan's jail: 


hour 


Hill* 


Poli< 


offei 


i 


He i 


t 


his 1 


t 




I 


» 




t 


request. 


r 


The trip to get the baby was 
not successful. According to the Hill 
state witnesses, they saw Rev. and offe 
Mrs. Montgomery and the baby in rele; 
a truck, followed their at length, 
but were unable to get them to app 
stop. Rev. Montgomery testified at tf 
that his vehicle was chased, nearly 
forced off the road, and shot at Off 
Mrs. Dolan and Mr. Wilmer denied mer 
e having a gun with them and Pam (of 
Montgomery, a defense witness, ther 
n testified that she did not recall any trou 
e shooting. 


t 


r 


f 


f 


I 


1 


i 


n 


s 


r 


otN 


After giving up the attempt to fish 
get the baby, the two women and 
Mr. Wilmer decided to go to the Css 
Montgomery home at Green Bank on ! 
so Pam could get some clothes, wit! 
according to state letimony. Julian $85 
and Sue Montgomery testified that We 
their father had called them with a 


n 


t. 


if 


g 


i- 


is 


0 


I 


warning and they thus were 
apprehensive then they saw the 
Dolan car arrive at Green Bank. 
According to defense testimony, 
Mr. Wilmer was seen with a gun 
as he approached the house. 

Julian Montgomery admitted 
he fired a rifle several times but 
only at the Dolar car to flatten its 
tires. He said there was no one 
around the car when he shot in its 
direction. 
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in 


However, testimony from to 

Mrs. Dolan and Mr. Wilmer was *1* 

that at least several of the shots 
were in their direction as they were 
going back to the car. 


s. 


V 


tot 


bri 


>g 


the 


ty 


od 


of witnesses was 


a 


completed by noon Friday. In the pn 
afternoon closing arguments were 
made and the law involved f* 

explained to the jury. The jury kn 
was given the possible verdicts of <*l 
guilty of malicious wounding, 

guilty of unlawful wounding, 

guilty of battery, guilty of assault. Hi 
or not guilty. 

The jury deliberated about two 
hours before returning the verdict R 
of not guilty. Jury foreman was 
George F. Wilson. 


to 
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The State's case was presented vii 


to 


by Prosecuting Attorney Eugene ^ 
Simmons. Defense attorney was 
Paul Deleft, of Lewisburg. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES FAIR 

Bobby Pace, Hillsboro Elementary, 
“Indians ot the West" 

2. Cindy Homer and Susan 
Gainer, Green Bank Middle, “The 
Vietnam WaT 

1 Felinda Burdette and Angie 
Coleman. Green Bank Elementary, 
“Indians of the Far North" 

3. Jessie Walton and Tara 
Caret, Marlinton Middle, "Abe 
Lincoln's Early Years" 


The Pocahontas County Social 
Studies Fair was held at 
Pocahontas County High School 
this past Saturday. Students in 
grades 4 to 9 from all the County 
schools participated in the Fair. 

The students entered projects 
either as individuals or in groups of 
two in a variety of topic categories. 

In Division I (grades 4-6) there 
was a tie for Grand Prize Winner 
between Christie Rose and Emily 
Lancaster. Doth are students at 
Hillsboro Elementary School. 

In Division D (grades 7-9) the 
Grand Prize winner was Andy 
Atkins from Green Bank Middle 
School. 


World History 

1. Marion McKean and 
Jennifer Young, Green Bank 
Elementary, * 

E*yp»’ 


Division I Grand Prize 


winners (a tie) •• Emily 
Lancaster and Christie Rose, 
both Hillsboro Elementary 
School 


ies of Ancient 


1 Shelvy Barrett and Mandy 
Barb, Marlinton Middle, "Pyramids 
of Ancient Egypt 

3. Kurt Fassette and Daniel 
Birchfieki, Hillsboro Elementary, 
“Tanks and War" 


MAGISTF 
William H. I 


The three grand prize winners 
will each receive a $30 bond from 
the Marlinton Rotary Gub and 
Pocahontas County Academic 

Boosters. 

C0UM7 SOCIAL STUDIES • 

P AIR WINNERS 1986 
DIVISION I - INDIVIDUALS 
Local and State History- 

1. Christie Rose, Hillsboro, 
Who is Pearl S. Buck" 

2. Sharon Moore, Green Bank 
Elementary, "The Top of 
Allegheny Battlefield" 




II Grand Prize 


Division 


A 


Atkins, 


Andy 


winner 

Green Bank Middle School 


2. Cindi Burke, Hillsboro 


Democra 
Lifelong Pocahontas C 
Graduate WVU ii 
Magistrate since 
Attended two W. Va. 5 

Training Sesi 


% t 


Middle, "Earthquakes: Why and * 
How do They Occur?" ' 


Anthropology 

1. Scott Garber and Marcel 
Hickson, Green Bank Elementary, 
on Dinosaurs" 


Pam Miller, Marlinton 


3. 


Middle, "Honey Bees' 


DIVISION II - PAIRS 


*3 


k' 


Local and State History 

Jeff Weber and Tom 
Crickenberger, Hillsboro Middle. 
"McNeel Mill" 


Economics 

1. Katy Gay and P. J. Shafer, 
Marlinton Elementary, “The 
Barlow and Moore Store-Shopping 
at a Country Store" 


1. 


Letter 

To the Citizens of Pocahontas 


YOUR VOTE WILL BE 


County: 


Lnited States History 

1. Amy Peacock, Marlinton 
Elementary, "Exploring the Life of 
Daniel Boone" 

2. John Baxter, Hillsboro Ele¬ 
mentary, "Defenders of the Alamo" 

Amanda Irvine, 
Marlinton Elementary, ‘Stars and 

Stripes" and 

Sarah Lehman, Green Bank 
Elementary, "Radio Astronomy 
Development and Discovery” 


Paid by Hevener 


I have lived in this County for 
the past 13 yean. I came here to 
some as an outsider, or should I 
say I have been labeled "foreigner" 

to the pans. 

This is not totally true as my 
initial roots came from our "Wild, 
Wonderful West Virginia," from 
Logan and McDowell Counties to 
be exact 


United States History 


Rachel Withers and 


Geography 

1. Kelly Vaughan and Becky 
Hartman, Hillsboro Elementary, 
"Natural Bri 


1. 


protect not only my children but 
youn, too, from the prejudiced 
manner in which certain issues are 
obviously handled. 

People, please, I would like to 
see responses to this letter from 
both sides of the coin. Don't 
delay, as our election day, May 13, 

1986, is just around the corner and M 
there are still so many unanswered ^ 
questions and unspoken thoughts. ■ 
If you really love and care about I 
the future of all children concerned, I 
then speak up; if not for yourself, I 
then do it for them. Somewhere I 
along the line there is someone I 
who is willing to answer your M 
questions. As a citizen in this I 
County you have a right to be I 
given a good solid answer. Again M 
this brings us back to rumor "The 

school officials have been trying to 
hide too much for too long." So, Bunt 
to tlte Board Members, please take 
a little time to re-evaluate 


I 


Melissa Gravely. Marlinton 
Middle, "Presidents of the United 
States" 


Virginia" 


3. 


Tie: 


Economics 

1. Shawn Nottingham and 
Greg Hively, Hillsboro Middle. 

"Fishing in West Virginia-Fun or 
Fortune?" 

2. Jay Tibbs and Jeff Russell, 
PCHS, "Timber" 


Sociology 

1. Stacy Sharpes and Kristy 
Dilley, Marlinton Elementary, 
Shirley Temple - Grandmothers 


i 


As I am not writing this letter 
in regards to my past, I will 
continue with what I have to say. 
1 want to discuss fact and rumor. 

Fact is, our Marlinton Middle 
School was destroyed by flood 
waters November 4, 1985. Our 
Hillsboro Middle School is being 
housed right now in inadequate 
space in what was a bus garage. 
Our Green Bank Middle School is 
being housed at the Pocahontas 
County High School. 

Fact is, we need new and better 
school buildings for our children. 

Fact is, we need money for 
those schools. Is there any one 
soul out there who can loan our 
school system the balance of the 
money it needs to build these 
schools for your children and mine? 
Probably not! Besides, after I tell 
you the rumors, you probably 
won't want to consider a loan. 

These "so called rumors" I will 
list accordingly: 

1. "If the proposed Marlinton 
Middle School is put on the 4th 
Avenue site, half of the already 
"yea" votes will swing to a "Nay" 
vote. 


Idol- 


Interdisciplinary 

1. Chris McNeel and Jamie 
Walker, Hillsboro Elementary. 
"Hunting and Show Dogs" 

2. Ben Ziegler and Martin 
Sanders, Green Bank Middle, 
"Comets" 

3. Jay Brooks and Brian Bev¬ 
erage, Marlinton Elementary, 
"What is a U. F. O.T 


World History 

I. Joanna Fultz, Marlinton 
Momentary, "Why did Dinosaurs 

Die?" 


Political Science 

1. Brian Helmick and Scott 
Sanders. PCHS, "What has the 
Legislature Done-1986" 


Ixonomics 

1. Emily Lancaster, Hillsboro 
Elementary, "How much wood 
wuuld a fuel efficient home bum if 
a fuel efficient home would bum 

woodr 


Geography 

1. Brian Puffenbarger and 
Nevin Lucabaugh, Hillsboro 
Middle, "Cranberry Glades-Plants 
and Animals" 


DIVISION n - INDIVIDUALS 
Local and State History 

1. Tom Burgess, Marlinton 
Middle, "The Mountain State" 

2. Paul Barrett, II. PCHS, 
"The Marlinton Flood" 


Sarah Burt, Marlinton 
Elementary, "Shall I Pay with 
('ash. Check, or Credit Card?" 

Brien 

Marlinton Elementary, 

You Like to be an Architect?" 


2 . 


was 


VanReenen, 
"Would 


3. 


Psychology 

1. Prudence Sanders and 


everything and come up with some 
good solid answers and replies to 
this letter, hopefu’ly of questions 
that may be asked of you in the * 
very near future. 


Nancy Coe, Green Bank Middle, 
"Teenagers and Suicide" 

2. Alice Stephens and Ashli 
Marlinton 


Fair 


United States History 

1. Jessie Fauber, Marlinton 
Middle, "First in Right" 

John Rose, Marlinton 
Middle, "Remember the Alamo" 

3. Joe Vandevender, Green 
Bank Midd.':, "Saloon of the Old 
West" 


Sociology 

I. Michael VanDyke, Green 
(Link Elementary, "America 
Mourns Six Astronauts and 

Teacher" 


exci 


Tht 


Middle. 


Campbell, 

"Drinking and Driving" 


and 


A Very Concerned Citizen 
Thank you for your time. 
P. S. Quit playing politics with 
our children's future. 


1 


indi’ 

wen 

Heal 

indi' 

jaws 

imm 

solic 

mon 


Sociology 

1. Missie Poage and Jessie 
Fauber, Marlinton Middle, "The 
Day After" 


Interdisciplinary 

I. Charles May, Green Bank 
Middle. "National Radio Astron¬ 
omy Observatory in Green Bank” 
Jodi Gragg, Marlinton 
E’ementaxy, "What is a Volcano 
3. Chris Dulaney, Marlinton 
Elementary, "How Does Solar Heal 
Warm Our Homes?" 


If you feel it is important to . 
know who wrote this letter, ask, \ 
and you will be told, upon request 
only. 


World History 

1. Mattie Scott, PCHS, "The 

Three Religions” 


Interdisciplinary 


Shannon Arbogast and 
Stacy McClure, Hillsboro Middle, 
"How Jet Propelled Aircrafts 
Work" 


1. 


2 . 


The Pocahontas 


Reason: 

Times survey showed a greater 
want for the Glenna Hayes proper¬ 
ty, as opposed to the 4th Avenue 
site, due to political involvement 
of the land owners." 


Anthropology 

1. > Jackie Thompson, Green 
Bank Middle, "The Grave Creek 

Mound" 


2. Billy Gilmore and Charles 
Irvine, Marlinton Middle, "Oceans 
and Marine Life" 

3. Junior Hill and Travis 
Workman, Hillsboro Middle, "U. 
S. Special Forces" 


DIVISION 1 - PAIRS 
Local and State History 

1. Chad Peck and Kevin 
Snyder, Green Bank Elementary, 
"Traveller's Repose. Bartow” 

2. Dawn McLaughlin and 
Leslie Sheets, Green Bank Middle, 
"Cass Scenic Railroad-Trains and 
More About Trains" 

3. Amy Barkley and Teresa 
Mullenax, Green Bank Elementary, 
"Cass Scenic Railroad" 


2a. Dr. Holland .. "is it truly 
a rumor your new home will be 
located on 4th Avenue? That is, 
once the $3,000,000 grant that Mr. 
Dunbrack, our mayor, asked for for 
future development on that site 
gets here. Please remember, 
though, you may have to compete 
with a proposed supper club at the 
same site." 

2b. And Dr. Holland . . "In 
the midst of a major catastrophe, 
what have you done to warrant 
such a pay raise? Your $48,000 
annual salary is 267% more than 
the Pocahontas County teachers' 
average salary of $18,000 and four 
times as much as the annual 
income of $12,000 of a Pocahontas 
County resident" 

2c. "Glenna Hayes is selling 
her property to the school system 
at a cost of $1,000 an acre. A 
particular landowner who seems to 
have "no mercy" is lining his 
pocket at an unbelievable cost of 
$2,000 an acre for such 
undeveloped land at the 4th Avenue 
site. Why such a high price, if the 
proposed $3,000,000 grant could 
take care of the cost of 


Economics 

1. Robert Gray, Green Bank 
Middle "Paper Making- 


Going to the State Social 
Studies I air at Marshall University 
in May will be: 

Hillsboro Elementary 
- Christie Rose, Emily Lancaster, 
Kelly Vaughan and Becky 
Hartman, Chri> McNeel and Jamie 
Walker 


Geography 


Tina Palmer, Hillsboro 
Middle, "What is the Vepco Dam?” 


1. 


Sociology 

1. Justin Mitchell, Hillsboro 
Middle, "Booze and Drugs-It's 
Killing America" 


Hillsboro Middle - Tina 
Palmer, Justin Mitchell, Jeff 
Weber and Tom Crickenberger, 
Shawn Nottingham and Greg 
Hively, Shannon Arbogast and 
Stacy McClure 

Marlinton Elementary - Amy 
Peacock, Joanna Fultz, Katy Gay 
and P. J. Shafer, Stacy Sharpes and 
Kristy Dilley 

Marlinton Middle 
Burgess, Jessie Fauber 

Green Bank Elementary - 
- Michael VanDyke, Chad Peck and 
Kevin Snyder, Scott Reigel anl 
Katy Clark, Marion McKean and 
Jennifer Young 

Green Bank Middle - Charles 
May, Jackie Thompson, Andy 
Atkins, Prudence Sanders and 
Nancy Coe 

PCHS - Brian Helmick and 
Scott Sanders 


Pocahontas Continuous Care 

Center 


United States History 

Scott Reigel and Katy 
Clark, Green % Bank Elementary, 
"Sioux Indians” 


Adc 


1. 


Interdisciplinary 

1. Andy Atkins. Green Bank 
Middle, "Water Filtration and 
Purification" 

woooQoop 90 oooooo»oooooooooooooo nwiiinwnniiiiiinBni; ^ F ; , , ww. 


very 


Employee of the Month 
Adele 


visi 


, Housekeeping 
Dept., Pocahontas Continuous 
Care Center, was honored as the *. 
employee of the month by Rudy 
Larson, Maintenance Supervisor. 


and 


2. Mike Blake and 


Tie: 


Feb 


uon 


* 


wor 




TROY-BILT 

ROTOTILLER 


I 




// 


* 


V" 


Tom 


22% Discount and free 
Hiller/Furrower 

until April 30 

BUY NOW & SAVE FROM 
$150.00 to $379.00 

3 \f2 HP Troy Junior only $569.00 

5 HP Pony. 

6 H? Horse.. 

8 Hp Horse.. 

pssaII! 1 Pr,ces ,ncreasa «tor April 30. 
stoJPty* No frelflht charge. All models In 
dir«r*. *° waiting. Call 703-942-3871 for 

BoxVon? Hickory Hill Nursery, Rt. 1 
x 39 0A, Rshersvllle, VA 22939. 

Parts t^ S ° ,N STOCK-Garden Way Carts, 

• Attachments, Engines, Used Tillers 


development? 

I could probably sit here all 
night and write the rest of the 
rumors hut I really don't have the 
time, as rumors are for people who 
don't have anything better to do. 1 
have to figure out how to pull a 
whole county of citizens together, 
so they can get 
straight 


a special price for > 
i come to Fair lea, pi 
see us. We offer FR 
We guarantee the LO\ 
the area. Bring your 
even more at Fan 

furniture i 

Fairlea Furniti 

"In the heart o 
US 219 CALL 


.only $799.00 
only $959.00 
only $1189.00 


Serving as judges for the Fair 
Connie Groseclose, Fred 


were 

Crews, Louise McNeel, Josephine 
Wooddell. David Arrington, Bill 
Beckiey, Butch Michael, and 
George Scielstad. 


ir priorities 


Fact is, if we don't pull 
ourselves together, what good will 
two or three new schools be? 
What good is there for our children, 
whom we 
considering? If I can't find a way 
to pull this County together, then 
I'll just have to find a way to 


't seem so be 


Surveys show 90 percent 
of the tires on the road are 
imdariwflfd. _ 


i t m i in 


U. 
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Hillsboro Middle School 
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bidding on the school construction 
project simply because they cannot 
be bonded. Some 
that the suggested "joint venture 

project" 

organize and possibly unsuccessful. 

Is there a way to bypass the 
bonding problem? "Yes." says 
resident Gibbs Kinderma 
Kin derm an has done some 

investigating and has found that, as 
stated in West Virginia House Bill 
1709, it is possible for the Board 
of Education to act as its own 
contractor for construction projects 
exceeding $25,000. He feels that 
the provisions of this bill are 
directly applicable to the ament 
situation in our county. With the 
School Board acting as prime 
contractor, the entire bonding issue 
would be avoided. Mr. Kinderman 
has also referred to the State Board 
of Education "Handbook for 
Planning School Facilities" which 
deals with the School Board acting 


as its own contractor’ as an 
accepted and commonplace 
occurence. He reminds Pocahontas 
County residents that the School 
Board has acted as its own 
contractor in other counties in 
West Virginia including Mercer and 
Greenbrier counties, and right here 
in our county with the construction 
of the Green Bank Middle School 
interim facility at the High School, 
which was built entirely within the 
school system. 

Many resi 
not only with the issue of local 
contractors vs. outside contractors, 
but the logical advantage to 
keeping the money generated by 
this project in our own county. 

This is an issue that cone 'ms 
all of us in Pocahontas County. If 
you’d like to find out more and get 
involved, there will be a meeting 
on Tuesday, April 22 at 7:30 pm 
in the Marlinton Music Building. 


as our county's needs ~ small. 
Robert Sharp, a local contractor, 
has lost his bond due to flood 
losses. It is obvious that our local 
work force is facing a real dilemma 
since any contractor or group of 
contractors must be bonded in order 
to bid on the construction project 
At the present time, the 
School Board is in contact with the 
Small Business Administration and 
has asked for technical assistance 
for local contractors regarding 
procedures such 
bidding and other business aspects 
of the upcoming construction 
project They have also contacted 
bonding specialists and have 
suggested a "joint venture project" 
whereby local contractors could 
join together and by combining 
their assets, be in a better position 
eligible for bonding. 

According to Co-ordinator of 
Federal Programs, Roger Trusler, 
the Superintendent's office is 
"interested in seeing local 
contractors have an opportunity to 
bid on any construction project the 
Board of Education might have." 

So it seems that the School 
Board, along with the majority of 
Pocahontas County's residents 
would like local workers to get the 
jobs. It doesn't make sense to 
many residents that the skilled, 
experienced waiters here in our 
own county may be shut out of 


Concerning School Construction 
by Gloria Levin 

According to the Marlinton 
Middle School survey that was 
circulated throughout the County 
in February and March, the 
overwhelming majority of Pocahon¬ 
tas County Residents want local 
workers to get the jobs the 
construction of the new Middle 
School(s) will create. Now the 
question has arisen: 
contractors actually be overseeing 
the construction? Well, you may 
ask, if that's what the County 
wants - why wouldn't they? 

Before considering the various 
aspects of this question, it is 
important to understand the 
meaning of one of the key issues, 
bonding. In order to he bonded, a 
contractor must apply to a Surety 
Company who, if the contractor is 
approved to be bonded, will 
guarantee that any liability issued 
against the contractor will be 
covered. 

requires that the applicant have 
substantial capital and/or assets 
before he or she can be bonded, as a 
Surety Company, unlike an 
Insurance Company, only pays a 
liability claim if the principal 
(contractor) can't 

Most local contractors do not 
have the capital, equity or assets 
necessary to be bonded. Many 
work from week to week and 
conduct business on the same scale 


feel 


will be difficult to 
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bonding, 


ual winner* (L-Rl: Sheila 
. PCHS, Mark Seielstad - 
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A Surety Company 
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Socirl Studies Fair 


Division II first place winners; 


standi ng(\-r): ShawnNottinRham, 


Tina Palmer, GreR Hively, Rachel 


4 


Withers, Stacy McClure, Melissa 


ArboRast, 


Shannon 


Gravely, 


1 


Nancy Coe, Brian PufTenbarRer, 


PrudenceSanders.Brianllelmick, 


Scott Sanders, 


Mattie Scott, 


Jackie Thompson. Robert Gray; 


kneeling (l-r); Tom Burgess, Jeff 


Tauber, Missie 


Weber, Jessie 


PoaRe, Andy Atkins, Justin 


Mitchell. Tom CrickenberRer 


Sarah Burt-Kinderman, Angie 


Mike 


Coleman; kneeling (l-r): 
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“j Neo-Nazi Group in County? 

The main 


f 


of 


topic 

conversation about the County 
since Sunday morning has beer, the 
possibility that a tract of land near 
Mill Point is owned by a group 
associated with the Neo-Nazi 


me 


Sn 


ab; 


Co 


Wi 


movement. The land, some 345 
acres, is in the name of the 
Cosmotheist Community, which ^ 
describes itself as a church. ‘ 

Associated Press 


Gli 


pre 


reporter 

Topper Sherwood alleges in his a 
aritcle that appeared in the Sunday 
newspapers that one of the trustees 
I of the Cosmotheist Community, 
William Pierce, is the author of a 
book that has been called the 
"bible" of The Order, a Neo-Nazi 
organization. The book is a novel, 
titled "The Turner Diaries." It is 
written as the memoir of a white . 
supremacist member of a group 
that stages a Nazi revolution in the 
U. S. At the end of the revolution 
all Jews and non-whites 
exterminated. 

In 1983-84 The Order was eng 
blamed for a string of terrorist 
activities including a synagogue 
bombing, two murders, robberies, 
arson, and counterfeiting, 
leader of The Order. Robert 
Mathews, was killed in a shootout res * 
near Seattle. Washington, 

December 8, 1984. 

Dr. Pierce (he has a Ph D. in 
Physics) is described in the AP 
aritcle as a long-time leader of the 
National Alliance, which claims 
that Jews control the media and the 
U. S. government "tramples" the 
rights of white people. 

The Pocahontas County 
property wxs purchased in 
November 1984. It is located to 
the north of Rt. 39 on Rodgers 
Mountain, not far from Mill Point. 

It was pan of the Boblett Estate. 

To date the main activity has been 
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J the construction of a small two- 
' story building. 

In 1978 the Internal Revenue 
Service declared the Cosmotheist 
Society tc be tax exempt. Based 
on the IRS ruling, the county ! 
property has been declared exempt 
from local 


to 


Chi 
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betv 


II go up 
»ecessary 
in postal 
of the 
August 

- $9.00 

- $ 10.00 
f-State. 


Mar 
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property 


taxes. 

However, Assessor Dolan Irvine 
has indicated that the exemption of 
the land from taxes is being 
reconsidered and in the future only 
portions of the property may be 
exempted. 

In an interview with WVMR's 


usee 


will 


that 


of N 
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S2| 


business 
or Arch 
;s several 
Town of 
i topics 


due 


supi 


John Harris on Monday, Dr. Pierce 
defended the lax exemption for the 
Cosmotheist Community and said 
the property would be used as a 
conference and retreat center for 
Community members. In response 
to a question from Mr. Harris, he 
said the term Neo-Nazi would not 
apply to the church. 
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Dr. 


and 


several 

associates have been at the site 
since last year. 

Both local and federal law 
enforcement officials have been 
aware of the activities on the 
property for a number of months. 
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Sharp, of Stony 
Bottom, was named Queen of the 
Allegheny Wool Fair held 
Saturday, May 10, in Mingo. Lisa 
won the honor by being first in the 
R 1 Ladies’ Lead Competition. She 
wore a red and green plaid wool 
outfit. Her immacutely groomed 
sheep wore a matching blanket 
Placing second in the contest 
was Selina Gifton. of Marlimon. 
Third place winner was Aileen 
Wamsley. of Randolph County. 

A crowd of about 4,000 
enjoyed the Third Annual 
Allegheny Wool 
barbecued lamb and watched the 
many contests including sheep 
calling and sheep shearing along 
with an exhibtion of herding sheep 
and ducks with a national 
champion border collie. 
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Contest Winner 

Bradley Fleming, of Green April 22. The first place 
Bank, is shown holding the lighted received a SI0.000 
Electronic Level that enabled him scholarship, 

to win a $3,000 college 
scholarship in the 1986 Duracell ships and cash 

Scholarship Competition, 
was one of five second place students for 

winners announced last month, powered devices. 

The first place winner, Melvin sponsors the national competition number of increments by which the 

Holmquist, of Grand Rapids, to help spark scientific interest and surface is off level. 

Minnesota, and the second place creativity among students. The 
winners received their awards competition was developed in Mrs. Richard Fleming and a senior 

during ceremonies at New York cooperation with the National at PCHS. 

City's Walforf-Astoria Hotel on 


winner Science Teachers Association, 
college whose members assist in the 
judging. 


Brad's level has a single green 
prizes were light to indicate when the surface 
Brad presented to 41 high school science being checked is level. It also has 

building battery- a series of red lights and the 
Duracell number activated indicates the 


A total of $30,000 in scholar- 


Brad is the son of Mr. and 
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The cost of the structure is 
estimated to be approximately 
$190,000. The Mission Develop¬ 
ment Fund of the Presbytery of 
Greenbrier has agreed to assist the 
project by making a grant of 
$100,000. Financial assistance has 
also been received or promised by a 
number of Presbyterian churches 
around (he state. 

The addition will contain a 
large fellowship hall that can be 
divided into classrooms by folding 
partitions, a kitchen, a classroom, 
restrooms, and storage spaces. 

Plans have not been made for 
use of the present basement, but it 
will probably be retained for 
recreational use. 

It is hoped that construction 
can begin as soon as possible. 


Presbyterians to Build 
Church Addition 
At a congregational meeting 
on Sunday the members of the 
Marlinton Presbyterian Church 
approved the construction of an 
addition to their church building. 
The new structure will be built on 
the lot owned by the church 
between the present church and the 
Western Auto store. It will be 
connected to the existing building 
The addition will be 50' x 62' 
and will be raised to the level of 
the main floor in the existing 
building. 

educational/fellowship 
and replace the facilities that were 
in the basement of the present 
church and der*royed in the 
November 1985 flood. 


It will be used for 


purposes 
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State Track Meet 
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West Virginia Professional 
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Graduating 
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Privers-Of-The-Month 


Nine girls competed in the 


me. 


University of North Carolina 


State Tack Meet this past weekend. 


on 


Would you believe that a group 


itas 


May 11, 1986 at 10:30 O'clock at 


Julie Huffman, Jenny Strehlen, 
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of 


West 


twelve 


Chapel Hill, 


North Carolina. 


Genny Burks and Stephanie 


professional truck drivers who have 


: as- 


Kenan Stadium was Willard Leon 


RadclifT placed 4th in the 4x400 


driven for a combined total of 345 


tral 


Pale. He is the grandson of Mr. and 


Relay. This is the first time that a 


years and 25.8 million miles. 


and 


Mrs. Andy Prill ol Hillsboro. 


PCHS girls relay has placed in the 


average a chargeable traffic accident 


WVa 


Slate Track Meet These girls also 


only every 43 driving years? Or 


her 


placed 7th in the 4x200 relay. 


that this group of twelve drivers 


of 


Three new school records 


averages a chargeable traffic 


accident ever 2.15 millions miles. 


were set 


400 - Julie Huffman: 1:03 


the equivalent of 775 trips between 


Julie Huffman. 


4x200 


New York and Los Angeles? 
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Jenny Strehlen, Genny Burks, 


Among these drivers are two for 


eld 


Stephanie RadclifT: 1:52.8 


Freight, 


of 


Motor 


Bums 


1st 


Julie Huffman, 


•4x400 


Marlinton, Clemon Knapp and 


X)k 


Jenny Strehlen, Genny Burks. 


Richard B. Nottingham. 


this 


Stephanie RadclifT: 4:19 


That is the safety record of the 


The following girls also did 


twelve professional truck drivers 


t of 


very well running their best or near 


who will be honored as West 


;ns, 


their best times of the season: 


Virginia Drivctvof-lhe Month for 


tliff 


4x800 * Missy Hill, Donna 


1985 at the Annual Safety Awards 


ice. 


Meadows, Nida [lively, Susan 
Pingley 


Banquet of the West Virginia 
Motor Truck Association at the 


i hot 


Officials Visit 


200 


fkxxl re 


1600 - Susan Pingley 
'200 - Stephanie RadclifT 

High Jump - Sandra Smith 
Congratulations! 


Charleston House on the evening 
of June 7. 

These drivers, selected from 
many industry nominations by a 
committee consisting of Captain 


itle, 


Wednesday afternoon they cc 

lunch i 


Last 
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Senatoi Robert Byrd sent Carolyn 
_____ and Charles F.stes, of his office 
Washington stall, with officials of school 
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